
	

©	My	Computer	Angel,	LLC.	2017	 	 	 1	

How	to	Download	Photos	from	iCloud	the	Easy	Way	
May 26, 2016 from http://osxdaily.com/2016/05/26/download-photos-from-icloud/  
 
One of the most common questions regarding using iCloud and iCloud Photo Library is how to 
download photos from iCloud once they have been stored there.  

How	to	Download	Photos	from	iCloud	to	Mac	OS	X	or	Windows	PC	
Have a picture or several photos stored in iCloud and you want the raw file downloaded locally on 
any Mac, Windows PC, or other device? Here’s how you can do 
that: 

1. Open a web browser and go to iCloud.com and login with 
your Apple ID as usual 

2. Click on the “Photos” icon once you are logged in to the 
iCloud website 

 

3. Click to select a photo you want to download 

4. When the picture is loaded on screen, look in the 
upper right corner of the web browser window for a little download icon, it looks like a cloud 
with an arrow coming out of the bottom of it – click that to download the photo from iCloud to 
the computer (Usually your downloads folder) 

 



There’s	more…	
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5. Repeat as necessary for other photos you wish to download from iCloud 

And there you have it, look where your web browser defaults to downloading pictures and you’ll find 
your photo (or photos) in their original resolution there, this is typically the user Downloads folder.  

That’s how you download photos from iCloud.com onto a computer or device. This works the same 
with any web browser, so it doesn’t matter if you’re on a Mac or Windows PC, Android, or Linux, 
you’ll be able to download the pictures from iCloud this way.  

CLEANING	UP	
So now you need to make room on your iCloud and can delete the files you have downloaded. As 
you see images you don’t want, you can select them 
(or hold the command key on Mac/ CTRL key on PC 
to multi-select) then click DELETE on your keyboard 
OR go to the top of your image list and click the trash 
can. 

	
	
	Confirm	the	delete	–	BUT	there	is	more	–	Apple	likes	to	hold	your	deleted	items	for	40+	days,	on	every	device	
you	own	connected	to	the	cloud.	The	last	part	is	to	find	the	“Recently	Deleted”	on	the	side	panel.	
	
Next,	on	the	top	right,	select	“Delete	All”	to	clear	that	history	and	make	room	on	your	iCloud.	

	
	
Your	iCloud	should	now	have	some	room!	


